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Abstract

This study examines the 10th grade learners perspectives on the integration of creative writing into English
Foreign Language (EFL) classrooms. Using a mixed-method approach, an online survey was conducted with 30
respondents to explore their views on the potential benefits and challenges of creative writing in EFL instruction.
The results show that learners view creative writing activities as tools enhancing their language skills, motivation,
and self-expression. However, challenges such as fear of criticism, limited vocabulary, and preference for structured
tasks also emerged. This study highlights the importance of meeting learners’ needs with supportive strategies to
successfully integrate creative writing into the EFL curriculum.
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IIETEJI TIJII CABAFBIHA HIBIFAPMAIIBLIBIK KA3Ybl UHTET PALIUSAJIAY:
7KOT'APBI CBIHBIII OKYIIBIJIAPBIHBIH ITIKIPI.

AuHoTanus. by 3eprrey 10-ChIHBIN OKYNIBUIAPBIHBIH IIBFAPMAIIBUIBIK Ka3yapl arbutimbsid Tt (EFL)
cabakTapbpiHa KIpPIKTIpyre KaThICThI Ke3KapacTapblH 3eprreiimi. 3eprreyuriyiep 30 peCHOHACHTICH OHIIAWH
cayalTHama JKYPri3iIl, OJlap/IbIH IIET TUTiH OKBITYAAFbl MIBIFAPMAIIBLIBIK JKa3yAbIH 9JI€YETT] apTHIKIIBLUIBIKTaphl MEH
KUBIHJIBIKTapbl Typajbl HMiKipiepiH 3eprreni. HoTmkenep oKymIbuIapablH MIBIFaPMAIIBUIBIK jKa3y TalChpMalapblH
TUIIIK JaFAbUIapbiH, MOTHBALIUSCHIH JKOHE ©31H-031 KOPCETYiH JKETULIIPY Kypallbl peTiHIe KapacThIpaThbIHBIH
kepcerti. JlereHMEH, CBIHHaH KOPKY, CO3MIK KOPJBIH IIEKTEYJUTr >XOHE KYpPBUIBIMIBIK TaIrchipMaiapra
apTHIKIIBIIBIK Oepy CHAKTBI Macenenep e maiima 6ommsl. by 3eprrey meren tini (EFL) oxky Garmapiamachkina
HIBIFAPMAIIBUIBIK JKa3y/Abl COTTI OIpIKTIPY YIIIH KOJAAYIIbl CTPATETUsIIAP apKBUTBI OKYIIBLIAPABIH KaXKEeTTUIIKTEPiH
KaHaFaTTaHIbIPY/IbIH MaHbI3IBIIBIFBIH KOPCETE]I].

Tyiiin ce3gep: mbIFapMambuIBIK Jxa3zy, EFL, OiniM amymbsutapablH mikipaepi, TULAIK JaFgsiiap, OutiM
ayIIBIIapAbIH KaXKETTUIIKTEPi
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HHTEI'PAIIUA TBOPUYUECKOI'O IIMCHBMA HA YPOKE UTHOCTPAHHOT O A3BIKA:
MHEHHUE YYAIIIUXCA CTAPIHIUX KJIACCOB

AnHoTamusi. B 3TOM wHccienoBaHMM paccMaTpUBAIOTCA TOYKH 3peHUs ywamumxcs 10-X KiaccoB Ha
WHTETPAIMIO TBOPYECKOTO IMMChMa Ha YPOKHU aHTIIMHCKOTO si3bika (EFL). MiccnenoBaTensMu ObLT TPOBE/ICH OHJIAMH-
onpoc ¢ 30 pecrmoHmeHTaMH, YTOOBI M3YYHTh MX B3TVIAIBI Ha IMOTCHITMAIBHBIE MPEHMYIIECTBA W IMPOOIEMBI
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TBOPYECKOTO MUChMa B 00yUEHHH HHOCTPAHHOMY SI3BIKY. Pe3ymbTaThl MOKa3bIBAIOT, YTO YYAIHEC PACCMAaTPHUBAIOT
3a/IaHMsI Ha Pa3BUTHE TBOPUYECKOTO MUChMa KaK HHCTPYMEHTHI, YIIyUIIAIOIUE UX SI3bIKOBbIC HABBIKM, MOTHUBALIUIO U
camoBbIpakeHre. OTHaKO TaK)kKe BOZHUKITN TaKue MpoOIeMbl, Kak CTpax KPUTHKH, OTPAaHUYEHHBINA CJIOBapHBIH 3a11ac

W TPEeAroYTeHHEe CTPYKTYPHUPOBAHHBIX

3aJaHUMN.

B

OTOM HCCICOOBAaHUM IMOAYCPKHUBACTCA

BAXXHOCTH

YAOBJICTBOPCHUA HOT‘pe6HOCTeI>'I ydamuxcsd ¢ IOMOIIBIO MOAACPKUBAOIINX CTpaTCI‘I/II‘/'I JJIsL YCHCIHHOI>'I HUHTCIpaiun

TBOPYECKOTO MICHMa B yueOHYI0 mporpammy EFL.

KaioueBble ciaoBa: TBOpueckoe muchMo, EFL, MHeHWe ydamuxcs, SI3BIKOBBIE HABBIKH, IMOTPEOHOCTH

ydamuxcsd

Introduction

Creative writing has become an integral
component in English Foreign Language (EFL)
classrooms, offering learners more than just the
opportunity to improve linguistic competence.
According to Candanedo, creative writing
improves language skills while also promoting
personal growth and overall development [1].
Likewise, creative teaching methods have been
shown to increase learner engagement,
motivation, and academic achievement, making
the learning process more enjoyable and effective
[2. It enriches vocabulary, develops
imaginations, and improves expressiveness,
contributing to foreign language fluency [3].
However, despite these benefits, there are also
notable challenges. Some learners may resist
creative methods, preferring more traditional
approaches, and teachers often lack adequate
support for professional development [2].
Additionally, reliance on the native language,
limited vocabulary, and highly structured
assignments can hinder learners’ ability to
express original ideas, think critically, and use
language creatively [4].

This study examines the integration of
creative writing from the perspective of senior
high school learners in a secondary school EFL
classroom. The aim of this study is to explore the
perceptions of 10" grade learners towards future
integration of creative writing into the teaching of
English as a foreign language, focusing on their
views regarding the benefits and challenges of
this approach.

Methods

To explore learners' perceptions of
creative writing integration, this study employed
a mixed-methods approach with quantitative and
qualitative data. The study involved 30 learners
(16 males and 14 females) from 10" grade classes
at a local secondary school.
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An online survey consisting of 10
questions was administered to collect data by
Google Forms. The survey aimed to explore
learners’ views on the benefits and challenges of
integrating creative writing into EFL lessons. The
questions included a combination of multiple
choice, Likert scale and open-ended responses,
allowing for both quantitative analysis and in-
depth qualitative understanding. The quantitative
data was analyzed to identify overall trends and
correspondences in learners’ responses, while the
qualitative data from the open-ended questions
provided a deeper understanding of their personal
perception and attitudes towards creative writing
in EFL.

Ethical Considerations

Participation in the study was voluntary,
and all personal information was anonymized to
protect learners’ privacy.

Findings and Discussion

The analyzed data reveals valuable
insights on senior learners’ perspectives of
integrating creative writing in EFL curriculum.
Researchers organize data into two main themes:
perceived benefits and perceived challenges of
future integration of creative writing into
curriculum.

Perceived Benefits

1. Improved Language SKills:

Approximately 70% of learners reported
that integrating creative writing may improve
their overall language proficiency. Some learners
stated that engaging in creative writing tasks
would encourage them to expand their
vocabulary and experiment with different
grammatical structures, which they don't use in
traditional writing tasks.

2. Increased
engagement:

Learners indicated that creative writing
activities would make English lessons more

motivation and
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interesting. Around 80% of respondents said that
the freedom to express their thoughts and
emotions creatively would increase their interest
in learning English. Comments such as “I like the
idea of writing my own stories!” reflect a strong
desire for more interesting and dynamic learning
methods.

3. Opportunities for self-expression:

Majority of respondents highlighted that
creative writing can be a platform for personal
expression. Around 75% of respondents felt that
it allowed them to explore their ideas,
experiences and emotions, facilitating a deeper
connection with the language.

Perceived Challenges

1. Fear of Criticism:

A common concern among learners was
the fear of receiving negative feedback on their
creative work. Nearly 65% of learners expressed
concern that they would have to share their work
with classmates and teachers, which could hinder
their desire to participate in creative writing
activities. This fear led to statements such as,
“I’m worried that my classmates will laugh at my
stories.” Such concerns highlight the importance
of creating a supportive classroom environment
where Learners feel safe sharing their creative
expressions without the threat of judgment.

2. Limited Vocabulary:

While respondents acknowledged the
potential benefits of creative writing, many also
expressed concerns about their limited
vocabulary. Nearly 55% of respondents felt that
without a reliable vocabulary, they would have
difficulty fully expressing their ideas. Comments
such as, “I want to write creatively, but I don’t
know enough words to say what I mean” reflect
this limitation. This lack of confidence in word
choice can lead to frustration and self-doubt,
which can hinder their engagement in creative
tasks. Vocabulary development through targeted
exercises and exposure to new words can help
learners overcome this barrier.

3. Preference for structure:

Some learners indicated a preference for
traditional, structured writing assignments over
creative writing, feeling more comfortable in
familiar formats. Approximately 50% of
respondents expressed this sentiment, with some
stating, “I like knowing exactly what to write
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rather than writing my own stories.” This
tendency may reflect their previous educational
experiences, which emphasized structured
assignments, leading to resistance to more open-
ended creative approaches. To address this,
teachers could consider gradually introducing
creative writing assignments alongside structured
assignments, helping learners transition to more
flexible writing assignments while maintaining a
sense of structure.

Discussion

The results of the study reveal dual views
among learners regarding the integration of
creative writing into the EFL classroom.
Although respondents acknowledged potential
benefits including improved language skills,
increased motivation and personal expression,
they also encountered significant challenges such
as fear of criticism, limited vocabulary and a
preference for structured tasks. These findings are
consistent with other studies. For example,
Arsovan highlights that creative writing activities
in the EFL classroom make a significant
contribution to the development of language
skills, especially in the areas of vocabulary and
grammar [5]. Mardiningrum et al. also highlight
the importance of motivation in language
acquisition, noting that motivated learners tend to
be more deeply engaged in their learning, which
improves language retention and performance.
Furthermore, they argue that creative writing
provides learners with a safe space to explore
their identities and express unique perspectives,
which is particularly valuable in the context of
language learning where learners may feel
insecure about their skills [6].

In contrast, researchers Maximilian and
Febriana et al. highlight challenges similar to
those identified in our study. Maximilian
emphasizes that vocabulary and grammar are
critical to effective participation in creative
writing [7]. Febriana et al. suggest that self-
expression through creative writing can help
learners overcome their fear of criticism. When
learners view writing as a means of sharing
personal ideas rather than simply an evaluative
task, they feel more confident and less afraid of
judgment [8].

These findings suggest that although the
integration of creative writing can provide
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significant benefits to language learners, teachers
need to address the concerns raised by learners to
maximize its effectiveness. Creating a supportive
environment that encourages open expression and
constructive feedback is crucial to helping
learners overcome their fear of criticism.
Conducting peer review sessions or writing
workshops can help create this supportive
atmosphere by allowing learners to share their
work in a constructive manner. Additionally,
incorporating vocabulary building activities such
as word games or topic-based vocabulary
exercises can enhance learners’ opportunities,
confidence, and willingness to engage in creative
writing. Teachers can also provide models of
creative writing, such as samples, to inspire
learners and expand their understanding of
language use in creative contexts [9].

By focusing on learners’ perspectives, this
study highlights the importance of understanding
learners’ needs before the integration of creative
writing into curriculum. Such insights can inform
teaching strategies that enhance the learning
experience and promote the effective use of
creative writing in EFL contexts [10]. Ultimately,
by addressing the challenges and building on the
strengths identified by learners, teachers can
create a more dynamic and engaging language
learning environment that promotes both
linguistic competence and personal growth.

Conclusion

Integrating creative writing into the EFL
classroom has the potential to significantly
improve language learning through the
development of linguistic competence, self-
expression and motivation. The findings of this
study highlight that although learners recognize
the potential benefits of creative writing in EFL
education, they also face key challenges such as
fear of criticism, limited vocabulary and a
preference for structured tasks over open-ended
tasks. These challenges highlight the importance
of conducting a thorough needs analysis to ensure
that creative writing activities are appropriate to
learners’ needs, abilities and preferences.

Meeting learners’ needs is crucial to
creating a supportive environment that
encourages risk-taking and builds confidence in
the creative use of English. Such an environment
will not only help to overcome fear of criticism
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but will also promote vocabulary development
and engagement. The study suggests that creating
structured support systems, such as peer review
sessions, vocabulary building exercises, and
exposure to a variety of writing models, can
enable learners to embrace creative writing as a
valuable part of their EFL learning journey.

Ultimately, this approach not only builds
linguistic competence but also fosters a
sustainable, enriching language learning
experience. By focusing on both the challenges
and benefits that learners perceive, teachers can
design a curriculum that develops both language
skills and personal growth, thereby making the
language acquisition process more meaningful
and sustainable.
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